TO marry Or NOt TO Marry ?

what do you think ?

does married life have the same value as religious life ? 

    To above said question, my little spiritual father, who’s as fast as a lightning bolt (Cf. Lk 17,24; Sir 43,13b) replied one beautiful day like so: “ That Nobody needs to get discouraged, because in the Gospel there’s a place for all !, who can live it up to 30%, who to 60% and who to 100 % ” (Cf. Mk 4,13-20). It’s also naturally clear, that the two life styles are not on the same level, since its clearly written: “Who marries does well and who doesn't marry does better ! ” (Cf. 1Cor 7,38). 
    Saying firstly, as the CCC says, that << both, (or rather) the sacrament of Marriage and virginity for the Kingdom of God, originate from the Lord himself >> 
, therefore we try now to do a brief excursus regarding the matter, moving ourselves - as often says Frà Volantino - along the two thick tracks of the Scripture and the Magisterium 
. Our excursus will depart from the Gospel, it will continue with the first apostolic preaching, then with the epoch of the Holy Fathers, we will then land therefore in the modern era with the Council of Trent, and then will finally come into the contemporary era with the IInd Ecumenical Vatican Council and Pope Benedict XVIth ! However it seems to me to be opportune to take the way in the light of the IInd Ecumenical Vatican Council, which - rich in a Theological-ecclesiastical bi-millennial wisdom, like so affirms: << The pupils (seminarians) are to have a convenient knowledge of the duties and the dignity of the Christian marriage, that represents the union of Christ with the Church (cf. Ep 5, 22-23); but above all that they are to know how to understand the superiority of the consecrated virginity to Christ, so that to make the complete donation of the body and the soul to God >> 
. 
    The supremacy of the perfect chastity consecrated to the service of God has been entrusted by the same Jesus. In fact, the Gospel according to Matthew refers us that after Jesus exposed the serious obligations of marriage, the disciples like so exclaimed: << If that is the case of a man with his wife, it is better not to marry >> (Cf. Mt 19,10). And Jesus answered them: <<  Not all can understand [this], but only those to whom it has been granted. There are in fact eunuchs that were born like so from their mother's womb; there are some that have been made eunuchs by men, and there are others that have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of the heavens. Who can understand ought understand >> (Mt 19,11-12). It’s clear - as tell us the exegetical notes of the CEI Text (that is, of the Italian Episcopal Conference) - that Jesus here invites those who want to totally -at 100%- devote themselves to Him to the perpetual continence. For more, the primary value of the total consecration for the Kingdom of Heavens also slips out in the following words of Jesus: <<The children of this world take up wife and take up husband; but those who are judged worthy of the other world and of the resurrection from the dead, do not take up wife nor husband; and they can no longer die, because they are equal to angels and, being children of the resurrection, they are children of God>> (Lk 20,34-36). 

    However there’s also to say that it’s important to preserve all the dignity of the sacrament of marriage, but also, if it’s God who asks of it, that the “to not marry” for God has more value, so to be able to devote all ones time to Him in body and soul like Jesus, since as the Sacred Scripture says, who gets married finds themselves divided between God and his wife [or her husband], being able to give at the most only 50% of their time… as the Apostle of the people clearly explains when writing like this to the Corinthians  approximately in the first half century AD: << I would like to see you without worries: who is not married worries about the things of the Lord, as how to please the Lord; who instead marries, worries about the things of the world, as how to please his wife, finding them self divided ! Like so the unmarried woman like the virgin, worries about the things of the Lord to be holy in body and spirit; instead, the married woman worries about the things of the world, as how to please her husband. I then tell you this for your own good, not to throw a snare upon you, but to guide you to what is worthy and what will hold you ( more ) united to the Lord without distractions >> (1Cor 7, 32 - 35). 

    Pope Pious XIIth, interpreting the above said words of St. Paul, says like so: <<Here is the principal aim, the first reason for the Christian virginity: to entirely take up the things that be divine and to direct the mind and the spirit; to want to please God in everything; to intensely think about him, and to totally consecrate ones self to Him body and spirit. The holy fathers have always interpreted the word of Christ and the doctrine of the apostle of the people in this way: be esteemed since the earliest times of the church the virginity done to God in the consecration of the body and the soul>> 
. 
    Subsequently the holy fathers - like Cyprian, Athanasius, but above all Ambrose, Jerome, Saint John Crisostomo and Augustine and others - in their works celebrate the superiority of the consecrated virginity to Christ over marriage with very high praises. 

    St. Cyprian (210 - † 258) wrote like so to the docile virgin souls: « Up until you persevere as chaste and virgins, you are equal to the angels of God>> 
. 

    Saint Ambrose (339 - † 397), doctor of the Church, with a Christocentrical and eschatological gaze [that is, whilst he thought about the things of the end], answered to those who asked him why so many Christians didn't get married like so << Life is brief and there’s more value in proclaiming the return of Christ with the virgin beings or the celibate for the kingdom of the heavens, rather than to get married and to produce children ! >> 
.
    St. Jerome ( 347 -  † 420 ), doctor of the Church, who translated the Bible into the Latin language ( in the so called the Vulgate ), like so writes:  “Some people reproach me for have,… excessively praised virginity and diminished too much marriage. And they add that I have raised so much virginity and so strongly underlined the distance… meaning in a certain way to condemn the marriage. If I well remember, the controversy between Johniano and I was in these terms: he set on the same level virginity and marriage, I instead judged this last one inferior; he saw amongst the two states a light, or even nonexistent difference, whilst I held it very great. Johniano, in the end, has been condemned for having given equal value to marriage and perpetual chastity. … There is not then an intermediary position: or be it that one follows my opinion, or that of Johniano. If one accuses me of holding virginity superior to marriage, one has to approve of whom thought that they were of equal value, but, since he whom thought like so has been condemned, that condemnation gives approval of my thesis. I’m not marvelled that the people of the world stay indignant of become placed on a inferior level to that of the virgins, but I remain surprised that clergymen, monks and those who practise continence don't feel to praise their state of life !  I’m not so inexperienced in the Sacred Scripture, nor to the first weapons in the study of it, to not have known how to speak of virginity and of marriage without going far from the truth. … << I don't condemn marriage… >>. I know that in a great house there are not only vases of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of clay, and that on the foundation of Christ…, there is he who builds with gold, silver and precious stones, and he instead who builds with hay, wood and straw; I know that marriage is worthy of honour and that the wedding bed has to be immaculate; I know that God at the beginning has commanded :<< Be fertile and multiply, fill all of the earth >> (Gen 1, 28), but also approving marriage, I prefer virginity…. only because Silver is less precious than gold does not mean that it’s longer silver…. 

    Who speaks like so, perhaps condemns marriage? I have compared virginity to gold and marriage to silver: I have explained that the fruit of the grains of wheat - part of which produces one hundred, part of which sixty, part of which thirty (Cf. Mt 13, 8) - be born from the same earth, generated by the same seed, even if in notable numerical disproportion. Can there be a reader so unfair to condemn me for what I’ve written, but in base of his prejudices ?  Christ, a virgin… Mary, a virgin… they have consecrated the virginal state for both sexes. … Why delude our selves ? Absorbed as we are in the carnal pleasures, why irritate ourselves if we become denied the reward of chastity ? Do we pretend to reign with Jesus Christ … without detaching ourselves from the pleasures of the conjugal life?” 
. 

    Saint John Crisostomo (349 -  † 407 ), doctor of the Church, in a solemn way it exhorts the consecrated virginity to God, and writes like so: <<… I am convinced that virginity is much more valuable than marriage, but I do not consider marriage a bad thing for this: rather, I praise it lot. […] Marriage is a beautiful thing? Then virginity is an extraordinary thing because it is superior to something that is already beautiful; and it is superior in the measure in which the pilot is superior to the sailors, or the general is superior to the soldiers. But as, in the case of the ship, if the rowers are eliminated, the boat will be sunk, and as in war if the soldiers are sent afar, the general will then be delivered prisoner to the enemy, like so, also in the case that we’re dealing with, if one deprives marriage of its elevated rank, the glory of the virginity be betrayed, making it fall to the lowest level. Is virginity beautiful? I also agree. Is it superior to marriage? I admit this also. If you want, to give an idea of the measure of its superiority, I can quote as for example the superiority of the sky over the earth or that of the angels over men; if then I had to express myself in a bolder way, I would say that it deals with a superiority even much greater…>> 
 . 
    Saint Augustine ( 354 -  † 430 ), the famous bishop of Hippo and doctor of the Church, besides underlining that the consecrated virginity is more excellent than marriage like so writes: << Virgins and continents are the first fruits of the Church […]. Celibacy is the most perfect sacrifice and a gift done by God >>
.  
    Continuing our excursus let’s reach the beginning of the modern age now, where the solemn Council of Trent like so affirmed: << If someone will say that the conjugal state is to be preferred over virginity or celibacy and that it is not something better and more blessed to remain as a virgin and celibate than to unite oneself in marriage, they be anathema ! >>
.

    We arrive at 1954, and exactly when Pope Pious XIIth, in the Encyclical Sacra virginitas like so it declares: << The doctrine that establishes […] the superiority of virginity and celibacy over marriage… was solemnly defined dogma of faith in the Council of Trent and always unanimously taught by the holy fathers and by the doctors of the Church >>
. 
    We now land to the Sacred Synod gathered in the IInd Ecumenical Vatican Council, which - as previously already said - in the Decree on priestly formation like so affirms: << The pupils (seminarians) are to have a convenient knowledge of the duties and the dignity of the Christian marriage, that represents the union of Christ with the Church (cf. Ep 5, 22-23); but above all that they are to know how to understand the superiority of the consecrated virginity to Christ, so that to make the complete donation of the body and the soul to God >> 
.
    In the end let’s remember the wise words of Pope Benedict XVIth, in which – when he was still Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith – like so he’d affirmed: <<With out virginity … the Church would no longer be Church, [and] it would be flattened in 

history>> 
. 
    Well then, from the above written we understand, without for this diminishing the dignity of marriage, that if we want to arrive more surely to the evangelical perfection and if - we want to reign with the Lord (cf. Mt 19, 27-28) – in a Great way (cf. Mt 5, 19b) we will have to consecrate all our time to Him !, in body and in soul - like Jesus and Maria!. 
    Certainly, after all this, someone could reply – distractedly – like so, and there are many : 

“ ah !..  it’s  not that we could all become friars and nuns ?,
if not… if no one married, who would any longer have children ? ”

and again to such a question, like so replies ( and concludes ) St. Jerome:

“ marriage populates 

the world, 

celibacy POPuLAtes 

Paradise ! ”
 Amen !!!

                                                          

[Meditation of Frà G.M.G. – J., with Int. of Frà V.V. of G. e M., and etc.]
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